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9 -P0 Ped 
" READER. 


'T: H E Author of theſe Papers 'is 


one whom 1 baye-known long 
ſince to be a perſon of great Re> 
[= putation f or for Knowlede, Niſdem® Di = 
and Seriouſneſs. 4 Perſon not only skil> bas 
 ful' and diligent in his particular ( afling, Fo 

aud ah" in bis Chr ſttan Conver = 
£46 


4 ; 
any 8 


To the Reader. 
any reaſons do appear to prove them falſe, or , 
probably uncertain or unſafe. That this 


ſmall Tract is bis, I have great reaſon 
t0 believe ; It is fn ſmall, nervous, and clear, 


as to the great { s thereof . of which, 


the Tigle' i; « ſufficient indiegti - ita: | 


 . coun; bug Jet the matter ſpeak for if Julf, 


4 


by -125 088, Strength , carried hoin by 
"God on thereupon to ſuch degyees 


and force its way into the Readers breaſt 


&6:Ek fees fit, who is 4's Or 

au Fainin Patron, and 79) ory 
I ſhall: pM That when our Brethren 
who. judg it improbable, that any. In- 


fants-had' their £12 Clown adinifionia- 


to the Church of Chriſt in Seripture® 
times bythe inſtituted rite of Chriſti» 


an Baptiſm , bhavetryed their Str 
upon what- us here offer d,; and ſcriptus ally 
proved., and have. effettually Anſwered 
__ here briefly, and in othey Books, 
more --copiouſly Jepinſrated and npro- 
Ne, y ket _ Ps9's $0 more ' Pro- 


W 
\ 4 > 


i 


* PaſÞ-recept 
ſake. of any Man, but yield to Evidence ; 


To the Reader. 


tthjtes- to themſelves. Read —_—_ , 
ink deeply, pray = Ks 
» Judy impartially, and pr, 


evident Truths Laws, Inſt o 7 rg their 


ions and improvement ; aiitl 


#r ' nothing for Truth or Diity fort 
and this will be moſt grateful, 


( Catidid and Chriſtian Re 6, 
To thite i in and fox. out 

Bleſſed Lotd, 

whilſt 


M. SyivesrTEeR 


9%, YI _m— —_— 
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PREFACE: 


fa SCivil Right is one of thegreat con- . * | 


troverted Points in the World; ſo.is | 

Religious Right ja the Church, 
| What is here offered concerning Infants 
and Parents Right inthe Church, is a ſhort 
Diſcourſe maintained againſt two different 

- Praſtices; , the One withholding Baptiſm » 
from Infants of baptized Parents ; the 


1 
Other withholding ſuch Parents from their 
_ Infants in Baptiſm, : : '* 
The -Arguments brought againſt theſs | 
PraRices,” are thoſe brought by Chriſt a- + | 
gainſt a PraQice of the like Nature, name. 
ly, that it is a putting aſunder thoſe whom + 
God hath joined together ; and that from * | 
| 


the beginning it was notfo. * | 
Which Arguments are not inſiſted upon; 
as ſuſpeRing the ſtrength of other  Argu-" 
ments, but as agreeing therewith, and the 
better to Clear up the. Apoſtolical Praftice 
3n theſe things. = V4 
© © All ſubmitted to ſuperior Judgments. 
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mm Baptifm, 
ag is Jon 
hers ode ome ns 
ED Who (that 

_— Faith and: i 


10D. who at 
manners, 


— caliber of 
the Reſurrettion ia the Boaks of eye 
y emphatically called Scriggres women 


denied the Reſurrettion, but framed 
from thoſe Scriptures it3/c OTST ves 
Les hom they ſo un- / Dawi25.6. 


| mb & .99! > 
ſelf withir, Mat, 2.2. v. 234 244; &c5 
Chriſtebſerving their Confidence, theny 
as plainly both of Error, and the there * 
of, in theſe Words, ver. 29. Ye do err, \nat know-: 
nr Ln the Reap of Gods DEER 
iptares proyesghe Reſurrection. >. 
Which Words of Chriſt, Te do err, cat; 
ing #he Scriptures, nor the Power of God, may have 

: double Aſpect, one unto the Scripture;cfram 
darn: ca framed o_ Argument Lag 
gr- 


=— _— _ 


g Pimitive-Vaptiſm, 


Reſirreftion, and another unto the Scripture, 
which he brings to-prove-the ReſurreQtion 

- That the Sazduces Uid not know the Scriptires 

literally, or the Power of God hiſtorically, can- 

not not ects meaning of- Chriſt ; - but take the 

aving an Eyeto that Scripture brought 

Kea them, (ver. 24.) from whence they raiſed 


thetth. Argument-agamft the 
the Sdnfſe-may beſuch.as this < - + © af 


SYS Gn ».Jap pale thete is. mol 
A as 
Typo edits Dn n 
Inpofible bot bell you, Yr; we naw the = 
Sripuzes, mor the Power: of "Godly, for 


beSanptire-whichiye may vt yet £3 
comparing it =_ other Pallages' 


Scmdi norSpiritua EEE = 


know mb ies 0 nl wh you 
ydurorraſit your {el veks/-For thkt the Dend re 
raiſed, even the Baſly/Wheri he 


cafidth; the Lord heb of Aby atlas hd the 
Godt) 
not the 


and rhe Got of Faceb;- th is 
4 of Rs Deag,-but of rhe Living, for 
alk-livewato him. \ And tough ugh :you pteterid co 
know :G>d, yet 1 
nor conſider ln nos « 
why ſhould! it beth 
youj! thurr God Perc the Dead? Neither 
2roYour: Notiohs of ttiefuture Stares to which 
gn of aan by is Infigite uid Almighty 


-2d 1A Power, 


phto him, elſe 


ut Hot 23 "God, 
CA he? ineredible with ./ 


| 


| 
I 
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ork pore ed edit A 
cughe ro have of i, 
Ry. We ti 


cite thy vi 15 clay wel any mn 
typ as the the Fog of God in” Heaven. 
therefore do grea any ot 
- But takipg rhe ords of Chriſt, as havin 
reſpect to - ba, wb which he brir to 
ORIG OY; Ly (8 then the 


AR ſuch like 
- Yo deny ta = enby any eſurrectiba, 2 
at you- muſt be in the ri 
yo ey no” expreſs mention of ir1n the Scrip- 

tures; ahd'as if the Incapacity of the Dead 

it impoſſible with God. but do, you not Kin 
fors-en , becauſe you know nor the Scrix ures» 
Power of God ? For though It be nor, 
expel ſaid that the are et 


what there i S _ roof for it in Serlornre by 
Inference from Scripture : 


PIn ng teh which was Dol to 
Ying: 


Fam the God of 
e God of T/aac, Mar. 22.3t. 
y "the God .of . Facob ? . from 

de of you have RY unto the oY. 

lurreftion as ſatisfyingly, as 

been ex Wu that the Dead ate rai- 
085 Tor Gove 2 God o the Dead, but of 
oe ring wich a you cone, you 


that the thou 
parte from their rg: _abp 


( the God of 'the Gives - the Poe of 

4 ? s [4 

held.in Life ; and that therefore hecan Rf _ 
| J 


10 Paimitive Saptiim. 
by the ſame Power, according to the worki 
Kern. he is able 3 ſubdue all things to bimſele 
raiſe their Bodi 1 vt unite them to their own 
: ud which Inferences being agrecable to the 

oly Scriptures, and a true and right aſſerting 
of the Power of God, are «/ Scriptare, of which 
ye ye being ilingly or wilfylly i ignorant, have ere 
main Article. 

Now though the Sadduces ſtill perſiſted, afier 
ſuch Conviction, in their Error, faying; that. 
there 55 no Reſurreftion, and in oppoſition to. the 
Dottine of Chriſt, Luke 20, 37, 38, that, there 
is neither Angel-nor "Spiric, yet the way of pro- 


ying by Conſequences is not leſs cogent or FOmp- 


mendable, 

And if the Reſurrection might be thus, pro- 

ved, why not other Points f why not the bapti- 
zjng of Infants ? 

It is true, the Reſurreftion i 1s- not Worſhip, 

yet it is an Article of Faith, which 

1 Cor, 15. if not believed, all our Workhjp is 

13,14 fc, in vain : And t nothin 

be admitted into the Wor 

God, as ſuch, which is contrary to exprel 


Fr of, 
I 
cept and Command by Conſequences, yet' t ſe 


tly drawn from Scri no leſs a Rule 

2 4p Pratticecha Pee Pata Faith. 
Now tho the baptizing "1 Infants hath been a- 

bundantly praved from time to. time dby many 


plain and undeniable Came ad] btly infer» 


red from the Scriptures,which being 
of proving, ſhould ſatisfy us; yet ſince OY 
Precept ar Example are ſo.much called for, let 


vs 2 little: SOJoHe into that. -, | "r 
| What 


is.t0- 


bout ba Fng. te hol Ne but muſt be ga« 
thered Second Commiſſion, and from 
the Prattice of his Diſciples, and Adts of the 


 Putnitive Baptiſin. 11 
/ What the-Firſt Commiſſion of Chriſt was: a- 


Apoſtles. 
"te Second Commillion of Chriſt for bapti- 
, is Mas. 28. 19. Go ye therefore, and teach 
al Tations, baptizing them in the Name of the Fe 
ther, and of the Son, and. On Hoy NG AG \ 
Practice f. the. 
ar. Per nth Py 
Ka? Hole an Houſhold ; -. err 
ooo " 5 16, 14, 15. the Jailor 
all red wer, 33 and Criſpu« and all his Houſe, 


Ch, 18.8. 

"Ty "The os 8 , Whether theſe were 
only Adult, or Adult i 
- Arſw.Adult and 1 words, Houſ- 


bold; Hs, and Houſe, hes [ro of. Perſons, 
being an Hebraiſtn for Children of the Houſe, 
who are'the Seed of the Houſe, 
Dent.25: 5, Mat, 5. 12,19. whe- | 33- 
ther the Ba Tf or Sa Children, 

Thus Gen. 34. Ah, 74s I and my H 


as ny pf 9 
umb, 16. 32. And ls ber Mouth, 
and ſwallowed. them a; "dag  Hoſin that is, 
27. to wit, of Dathap and _ Dent. 11.6. 
whereas of Korah it was all the 

Men that appertained urito him, as in the ſame 
32d Verſe, not his Houſe, for chap, 26. I, ohe 


C._.1.S : 
rn $f. Eli al which ] have 
| 5 P1 z 6, 


chap. 1. 16 
Pſal. 114.69 


=o be 4/16. 
Come to tic Hue Rs 


whole Houſes. © 
Add unto theſe” png t." Ard As | 
wd all. i Fe * So So 


wnro N 
aa 
nnd Bir' ys ge me him (that 


_————_ —-_} Os com_ - - a... 


| Ars: Gad ? 


is, his Children wha are his. Hoxſbeld after þ - 
* Q are ou 
hy no Gs of the =, tho? th exclude oe 


CE ed fs Lf De xrek50aa ie ,30- 


And vow Ae ing ſhall T (fays on Jer pre 
own Houſe alſo? 54 27. It the 
fice of the ber Paſſl rk g's ETz over hy ar 
ſes of the ge Nach hy mote the FEgyp- 
and es ouſes, us Dewt. _— 9% 
So [ball it be done wnto fo thera that will not build up 
her Slane? 1 Tim.3, V. 455» Ong that 
rules wall To" fe ls Peveg bis children in ſub- 


fettion with all figs i man know not 


ta ward own houſe, all be take care of the- 
nd aLIe.s .$. But if any pro- 
vidraws Yor be ex, and efpecialh for, theſe of bi 
own Houſe, which any to the ſame Apoſtle, 
2 Cor. 12. 14 is his Children, For the C dren 
ought not to lay up for the Parents, but the Parents 
fs the Children. 

Thus. we ſee the Hebraiſm of theſe Words 3 
Houſhold, His, and Hanſe in Scripture, according un- 
to Which by Words in nag thee hyſt cited Ex- 
am of L the Fay Criſpas, are by 
on fo Interpreters rendred, The Children 
q the Hoyſe ; and are neceſſarily to be fo taken 

e;Infants not pag ſome {ythcient rea- 
ſon can be given to the contras 

Now the main Reaſon to the cantrary / gets is, 
That. theſe Houſes and Houſholds who jd to be 
Baptized, were ſuch as to whom the Word of the 
Lond; is ſaid to be ſpoken, and kit laid to believe 
in the Lord, which it is pretended they could not 
do.if Woe of Infants ; fo that there were either. 


ng 


w Infants there', or no Infants there Bapti- 
-" Bat this Reaſon is not ſufficient, becauſe it ſup- 
poleth theſe Houſes and Houſholds to be faid to have 
the Word of the Lord ſpoken to them, and to be 
faid to Believe without the Parents, which ought 
not to be ſuppoſed. DE 

Firſt, it ſuppoſes theſe Houſes and Houſholds to be © 


| Gd to have the Word of the Lord ola to. them 


without the Parents , and o renders Infants incapa- 
ble; whercas,take Houſe and Hoxſhold with Parents, 
and Infants have been, and'ſo may be, of them to 
hom the Word of the' Lord hath been. ſpoken. 
us Children were of- them to whom Moſes made 
that great and ſolemn Exhortation Dee. 29. 2, 9, 
Io, 11. And Moſes call'd unto all Iſrath, and ſaid 
#nto thent,——— Keep therefare the word of this Co- 
venant-— Te ftand all of you before the Lord your 
God ,———yorr little Ones, your Wives, — that ye 
ſhould enter into Covenant with the Lord thy God, 
and into his Oath, which the Lord thy God maketh 
with thee this day. And of them to whom Foſhua 
made that famous repetition of the Law, Foſh. 8.” 
344 35-, And afterwards he read all the words of the 
Law, the bleſſings and _ 95 according to all that 
1 written in the book, of the Law. There was not a 
word of all that Moſes commanded, which 'Joſhuah 
read not before all the Congregation of .I{rael, with the 
'IWoinen and little Ones, ; 

And tho? it be faid in Nehem.' 8. 2, 3. Men and 
Women, aid all that could hear with underſtanding, 
yet it isnOt ſaid them' only, as if Infants were-ex- 
cepted, neither doth it follow that they ' were 3 for 


we know that whatfoever the Law faith,” it w_ to 
| | them 


Pamitive Baptiſm, 5 
therh . that are under the Law, Rom. 3.19. And 
we are ſure, that the Command of Moſes, Det. 31. 
11, 12, 13. was, that the Solemnity there appoir- 
ted, ſhould be with the Women and Children. 
Allo, when, he cafe xeo. of Iſrael , Dent. 29. 
aforefaid, and made that E tion, be- 
fore him with their little Ones , and pie. grmten 
Likewiſe, when Joſhua made that Rehearſal of the 
Law, Chap. 8. It was before the whole Congregation, 
with the Women and little Ones. So 2 Chron.20.13. 
Hnd all \rael ftood before the Lord with their little 
Ones, their Wives and their Children. Still Women 
with their little Ones and Children, as if fach 
litcle Ones, as by reaſon of their Infancy did yet 
End ht acuren Beds agreeable unto that 
Foel 2.12. Turn ye tnto me——with mg and 
ing: 13. rent your hearts, — 15, Call a ſo- 
lemn Aſſembly. ——16. Gather the Prople * ſantti- 
fy the Congregation : aſſemble the Elders : gather 
the Children, and thoſe that ſuck_the Breaſt, 8&c. 

. Not that Parents ought therefore to bring their 
little Ones at all times to the reading, and preach- 
ing of the Word 3 but ſhews that it was done upon 
ſome' great and folemn Occaſions, when they en- 
tred into Covenant with God, or the like 3 and that 
little Ones may. be part of thoſe to whom the Word 
- of the Lord is ſpoken, AG. 21. 5, 

It is granted, the Phraſe and manner of ſpeaki 
in Scripture is primarily accommodated to 't 
who: are adult, but not exclufivelyof Infants ; for 
they, as 1/raclites, were of thern to whom, faith the 
Apolile, aineth the giving of the Law, Rom.3. 
19.And, as Jews,of them to whom were committed the 
Oracles of God, Rom, 3, 1,2, Acs7.38. 

Secondly, 


— 


LA * > - _ 


26 Padmitive Baptiſin;- 
Secondly,this ſuppoſcth theſe Houſes and ſta 
arents, and 


to. be faid to Believe without the P 


it had inſtead of Houſe and Houſtold, beeh 
=. their C oo_n "= _ and Babes; Fir 

ing to.this ſuppo meaning would has 

iv Age» but onely in qualicy and difpo 
et Lage ar _— ic as it is, Parents and Houſe 
together,and then /nfents axe not ouely includ led but 
chiefly intended, the Adult being tor the moſt part 
at their own. diſpolal, whillt the Tafants' were 21- 
Ways at the diſpoſal of their Parents,” who! therh? 
ſelves, whether Heathens, or Fews, being converted 
to. the Faith of Chuiſt, brought-over theirs, all if 
| nque rage wes. their Infants, 'to be of the fatte 
aith with themlelves 3. and it: being Parent -and 
Houſe, and not Houſe without the” Parents, who 
ae aid to Believe; it ſhews it to he ing way of 
Covenant, which always includes the Infant : And 
thus as the Infants of. Heatheps were always repu. 
ted to be Heathens, and the Infants of Saws is be 
Jews, {0 the Infants of Chriftians tobe Chriſtians, 
( tho? not dedaratively fo, no' more than #he- <pn- 
verted Adult untilbaptized) agd may, 
Ma. 18.6. as Infants of ſuch, us well be flid to 
©. 6. 10. Believe, 5 he Inkaus of Cirevinſed 
Ph. 2. 19. Parents might be:faid, by being Cir- 
| iſed, to berome debtors to! do 


the whole Law, Gal. 5. 2. -Or; by votbejng Cir- 


cumciſed, to break the Covenant, Gew. 17:44. | 
Ohjets. Bur/ it is ſaid, 'Fgivh comes by hegring, 


Anſw. "This: goes upon .the former miſtake of 
USECEP putting 


” 


Paunitive Baptiln.- x17 
putting, -! and Infants;gfunder, for fo.it is aid 
[3s UA not, ſhall be damned. Mark 16. 16, 


and URS ay Jotm 3+ 18. Shall not 
Jafants therefore be ſaved # . God forbid, for tho 
they canygt. believe in all reſpects as the t doy 
yet they may be. parties with their Parents in the 
© cavenanting part of their Parents Faith, as their 
| Pazents covenant for themſelyes and them 3 whichis 
well illuſtrated /by Parents making their Infants Par- 
ties with them jn their own civil Contxacts of Bonds 
and Leaſes , but-is grounded only upon the Natuxe 
of the Covenant of God ; and as. this Faith comes 
to the Parents by hearing, fo to their Infants in con- 
jundion with them, 

When therefore it is ſaid ſuch and ſuch, as Name- 
ly, the Jailor, Criſps; and the Nobleman, John 4. 
53. believed with all their Hauſe : this relates not 
ſo much to the great ſucceſs the Goſpel had:in thoſe 
times, 'tho* that was very great, as it doth to the 
Covenant of God with Parents and their Children 3 
becauſe no Houſe is faid tohelieve without the Pa- 
rents,- nor..any Parents having Hoxſe under their 
charge, without the Houſe z -which muſt therefore 
have a reſpe& to Infants, Adult-Perſons ſometimes 
believing, and not their Parents. and Parents, and 
not always the Adult. 0 | 

gt might ' believe, and not the Wife ; 
the Wife, and not the Husband : but tho? it be faid, 
\to a Husband, or a Witc, Believe, and thou ſhalt be 
ſaved, and thy os yet it is not faid to any Huſ- 
band, Beljeve, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, end thy Wife 3 
orito any Wiſe, Believe, and then ſhalt be ſaved, and 
*7 Hushand: but only, What knoweſt thou O Wife, 

ther thou ſbalt ſave nn s Or, bow a” 

P 


»* 


© wa 4, 


— <4 4 ont. ee era to South 
” 5 WWD 1, eh —_ RE 
i ——_ - _ 
. 


— | 


2 hs. Pn 

eft thou, O man, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy Wife ? 

"HO 7 RT On In RR 2 or ta 
Again, a Maſter might be Converted,” and not - 


. the Servant 3 a Servant might be Called;and not the 


Maſter ;' but with conſiderable difference in reſpe&t 
to the Hoxſe : for when"the Maſter being a Parent, 
Believed, there Salvation came to the Houſe , not ſo 
when only the Servant was Called, or did Believe 3 
which is one Reaſon which the Apoſtle gives there, 
why a Brother or Siſter being married, ſhould not 
depart from, put away, or leave their Unbelieving 
Yoke-fellow, ver. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. Not why 
the 'Converted Servant ' ſhould notleave his Uncon- 
verted Maſier, ver. 20,21, 22, 23. 

And this' makes it more clear, That Howſe in 
the Scripture muſt include Infants, in that an Houſe 
is ſaid to be faved, ( that is to fay, faved as to the 
outward means of Salvation z which to them who 
die in their Infancy may be to their Eternal Salva- 
tion z howſoever will beſo to them who ſurvive their 
Infancy, if they negle& not ſo great Salvation ; ) 
where the Parents are faid to be ſaved, but not Houſe 
faid to be ſaved without the Parents. Thus when 
Peter was ſent to Cornelive, Ads 11. it was to tell 
him words whereby He, and all his Houſe ſhould 
be faved : the ſame which Paul and Silas here faid 
to the Failor, At. 16. And fo to every Parent, Be- 
lieve in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſa- 
ved, and thy Houſe : which muſt be with reſpect 
to Infants; for as it would be hard to fay, That 11- 
fants could not be of: the Howſe which was to be 
faved ; fo it would have been needleſs to fay, The 
Houſe was it, not for the Infants fake. The Adult 
"of every Houſe, if they Believed being faved, w—_ 

. | «. er 


Paimitive Baptiſm, . 19 
ther the Parents did Belicve or not 3 ſo that exclude 
Infants from' being of the Houſe, and: it makes all 
thoſe grants of Salvation made to the Howſe upon 
the Parems believing 3 ſuch as, that to Zachens, 
Luke 19.9. This day Salvation is come to this Houſe 
feraſmuch as be alſo is a Son of Abraham. And 
here to the Failor, Believe in the Lord Feſw Chriſt, 
\ and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe, to be 

perfluous, and infigniticant : for the Adult of every 
Houſe, as is ſaid before, were ſaved, if they did Be- 
lieve, though the Parents believed not, nor were 
laved z but no Howſe is ſaid to be ſaved without 
the Parents. _ 

Objeda. But when it is ſaid, Believe in the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe: 
The meaning is, Thou thy ſelf believing, ſhalt be 
{aved,and thy Houſe, it they befleve.3 and b reſpects 
only the Adult. 

Anſw. This cannot be the whole meaning, both 
becauſe no Hoſe is ſaid to be ſaved without the 
Parents ; and becaule this excludes Infants from be=- 
ing faid here to be ſaved, as well as from being ſaid 
to believe: When therefore it is faid, Believe in 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou. ſhalt be ſaved, aud 
thy Houſe, It is meant of ſome benefit ( that is, 
to be ſaved ) that ſhall redound to. the Houſe by 
the Parents profeſſing to believe., which would 
not have WG! But to it,” if the Parents did not 
make the profeflion, which muſt have reſpe& prin- 
cipally to the Infant Children, which the Pazents 
have, or ſhall have afterwards. Gen.17. 7, 8. 

Add unto this, that the Houſe was always bapti- 
zed, when the Parents were baptized , but not 
Houſe without-the Parents. Thus it is, _— 
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ard her Hodſhol4, the Jailor arid aM His, and Cr4/- 
Ea works 

'Ce, were not - 
care fre of his Servants were fo, whereas Lydia 


thin rinding ins nearer relation to thetrs, 
biptized, their Houſe and Houſhold wee 


| es \ind fo all other Honſes ſaid, 'or that 


aid tobe Baptized 3 if the Paterits, their 
Houſh61ds, bat'no 'Houſhold without the Patents, 
thongh Plirentls otnetimes rtientioned, and riot the 
Hoſe, ind fometirties'the'H6nfe,and not'the Parent, 
hI'Cor. 1.15, 16. Now if when ariy Parents were 
baptized, their Houſe, Houſhold, and all theirs'were 
ized, ue any of the Adiilt refiiſed for 'them- 
ſelves 3 #tidnd Aoiſe or 'Houſhold were baptized, 
Whicte lou: or both the'Parents Were'ndt ſo, 'itinece(- 
farily ſuppoſeth1ortie Tiifints baptized'in thoſe bapti- 
zed Families, ſince they that were of Age therein, 
Who wete baptized, were baptized upon their own 
account.” ; 
 Objett, But ſome may object; Firſt, that Houſ- 
h61d and Houſe are not aways {aid to be baptized 
With 'Patents's it is not 'cxpreſly faid, Av T8, 8. 
Hit the "Hotiſe of \Ciſpm"was baptized ; nor doth 
the 'Apolite, 1 Cor. 1, 15. 'reckon'it amongſt thoſe 
whom he enumerates to have baptized there 3 ionei- 
ther®is C_ faid' of 'the Houſe bf * Corneline, 
that it was 
- Anſw. Be Ms tfo-long as it'is faid-of 'Cor- 
elite, that ee, neek God with all his Houſe, Aﬀs 


10. 2. and- had Words fent mito hitn, whereby he 
ind "all his'Honſe fhould *be *faved, / MFY11.'1 4. 
and of Cri/pdy, That h#believed Þ1 the Liovdwith al 
Wis "Houſe : 'And that -CriſÞw afid'Cornelits _ 

clves 


TO 
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ſelves ware baptized z it is all one as if it bad been, 
expreſly- aid, .that all theis Houſe were- baptized 
with them. Nay furthes, though it be yr xpeely 
laid of Zacchers, and that Noble- 
that they were baptized, yet nothin _ 
evident 3 for though Chrif haptizec "oh, "6 - 
Diſciples did, and that as a 

ployment during Chriſt's JF Ige ay nd 
they baptized more than Foby, Johy 4: 1; ow | 
they baptizing ſo many, who ſhould they- baptize, 
if not them? and if them, why not theix Hou 
and Houſholds ? For if —_ thus and ſo quali 
were baptized, . themſelves and' the _s 
and all their Houfe, why not theſe; 6: qualitied 


_ after the ſame manner,” baptized, they, themſelves 


and theirs, themſelves and all their Houſe ? 

Which that they were, is ſufficiently confirmed 
by this, That though it be not expreſly ſaid inany 
of the Goſpels, that the Diſciples of Chriſt bapti- 
zed any particular Perſons or Houſholds 3: yet,w <ſ 
we come to the Ads of the Apoſiles, by who 
procecding then we may ſee what was their Practice 


_ all-atong hefore then, asalſo 1 Cor. 1,15. we have 


a clear qnd rticular accoynt-not only of the Loli 
cizing Sen Flor, "but ſo of the baptizi 
with A ag e and ; gn And 7 
was always taken for granted, 'elſe we can aſſign no 
reaſon why the Apoſtle inſtancing in the baprizing 
of Criſpw inthe alarcited Ln ' $4 16: names him | 
ſingly, ayd moOgs not his Houſe Ws jc we 
one realon why the Lys there ſaith 


: hs ended wy pep ns ſel he ne 


nts and Hoyſholds 


- were 


conyerted, eſpecially mew 
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were concerned, it would have hindred his preach- 
ing : But as Chriſt taught, and his Diſciples bapti- 
 zed, fo the Apoſtles might preach, and others under 
them ſometimes baptize thoſe whom they had con- 
verted, Thus it was at Corinth, when many of the 
Corinthians, hearing, Pawl, believed : and ſo we may 
ſuppoſe at Feruſalem upon Peter's Sermon, Atis 


2: 41. 

And it is to be obſerved that when the Apoſtle 
Paul gives us the names but of three which he re- 
membred he had baptized of thoſe many Corinths- 
ans, who are faid to believe, Atts 18. 8. that of 
two of them, to wit, Orgs and Stephanas, it" is 
expreſly ſaid, Them and their Houſe; for though 
in the Corinthians it is fingly Criſp, as 1s obſerved 
before, yet in the As it is Criſps with all his 
Houſe; and if Gaims was Gains the Hoſt, which 
ſuppoſes an Houſhold, and G aims Pau!*s Hoſt, which 
ſuppoſes a baptized Houſhold, then the. ſame may 
be faid of him alſo. 


ObjeR. 2. But Houſe and Honſhold is not always 
an Hebraiſm, for Children, eſpecially Infant-Chil- 
dren; for 1 Cor. 16. 15. .it is ſaid, Te know the 
- Hdouſe of Stephanas, that #t u the firſt-Fruits of 
Achaia, and that they have additted themſelves to 
ro the Miniſtry of the Saints : Now Infants could 
not do this. | 


Anſw. Put Houſe and Parents here alunder, and 
then none of the Houſe could be Infants ; but as In- 
fants joined. with Parents, are ſaid, Fer, 35. to be 
the Houſe, and to be ſpoken to, ver/2, to anſwer, 
ver. 6, and to obey, perform and do, ver. 8, 10, 
14, 16, 18, fo' Infants may be faid to be - ye 

ouſe 
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Houſe of. ; Suphenes, who addicted iphbe to the 

Saints. 

- Object, 3. Bur it is wa, Jew I, The Chriſt 
made and baptized more Diſciples than John 5 now 
made {eems to imply only Ate 

_ If by Dsſciples herebe meant anly thoſe 
id baptize, for Chriſt baptized not,” but his 


Dicples, (that is, one; another firſt, and then 0- 


thers) Xb they could 'be none- but Adult 3 bur if 
by Diſciples = meant allo (as-it muſt) thoſe who 
were baptized, then it comprehends thoſe.-all Men 
laid tq.come unto Chriſt, Joby 3. 26, ſuchas thoſe 


Multitgdess Afats 14. 13 to:22. amongft- whom 


many were Children. 


Objef.-4. But it-is laid, As 8. 12. They wers 
baptized, both Men and Women. 

Anſw. None can reſtrain theſe words, Men and 
Womenz;to Perſons: of ſuch an exaQt Ages | neither 
becauſe it is faid, Men and Women, :doth' it hindex 
Infants from being underſtood alſo, any more than 
that ſaying, Nehem. 8,3, Ezra read the Law to the 
Men and Women, and-to all that could htar 'witb 
Underſtanding, doth hinder that their little ones 
were the Aſſembly, which that it did nor, 
is cleared before in page 14, 15. When therefore it 
is aid Men and Women, the Senſe is not, that none 
but of ſuch-an Age, were br may be baptized, but 
that there was no diſtin&ion of Sex in , 

Baptiſm, as there had been in Circum- Gal. 3. 28, 


| ms kr ths and that the things | 
concerning the Kingdom. of God as 7 re to 


them, ver. 12. being Samaritans ; hat there- 
by Salvation came to their Houles, "and that of ſuch 
'was the Kingdom of 0nd it was that there was 


7 Tb great 


_—- <adÞ- — —  .—__ - 
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oy ivrhe City, ver. 8; And it being Cy 
Fe inthe Coriebiens, which in the 49 BO 


pre with all kis Houſe, ic is @ further 

of this: Senſe; fince Infants ity as WU Be Folds 
under the terms of Men and Women, as Crifpmi's 
Houſhold under his Name.” 

,"5c Bat what if there were no Infant-Chil- 


dren in the Houſholds of , of the/Jailor, and 
= Criſpw, how then-could there be Iafanc-Chil- 
baptized'? , 


> If 'there' wete no Infant-Children in the 
Houthotds of Lydia, of :the Jailory, and/ of *Crif- 
pus, they could not be baptized: hen this Obje- 
Ction ſeems to grant, that if there were,- they were 
taptized\:: Now thatthere' were Iafanc-Children in 
thoſe Houſholds, (and'none Gare fy there were not) 
"appears from theſe following Gonſiderations; - * 1 
1. That Houſe, Howſhold, ke 0 \(which"are 
the Words here aſed) are, as pro ed before, when 
ſpoken of Ares an Hobraifn, D common and 
to expreſs Children by, whether Infants 
"OF. Adule that there is none mn arw.xend and or- 


.. That ſuppoſe theſe Houtholds to be without 
Infant-Children. and one may as well fappoſe all the 
Houſes and Houſholds, whote Parents were bapti- 
zed in thoſe times, which could nor be few, to be 
without Infant-Children, which is a thing not to be 
ſuppoſed. 

3. That an Houſe being ſaid to-believe, to be ſa- 
ved, and to be ba , where the Parents are (aid 
to believe, to be ſaved, and to be baptized, and no 


. Houſe ſaid to believe, to be ſaved, and 'to be bapti- 
zed, but whoſe Parents are ſaid to believe, to be fa- 


ved, 


and to-be baptized, it muſt be with reſpe@ to 
= Children, _ their the ni he's 
Adate being to make Profeſſion for themſelves; 

' And it being/not only the Apoſtles Peter and Pand, 
but-all-the | Diſciples and Apoſiles of Chriſt who 
they baprized, that- is to fay, with Parents, their 
Houſe and Houſhold, and no Houſe and Houſhold 
without- the. Parents, there can be nothing more 
plain, than that it was'the Apoſtolicat Practice in 

ptizing Parents and their Honſholds, to baptize 

their Babes and Infants. | 
'Objeft. 6, But'when Chriſt renewed his Commiſ- 
fion for baptizing, Mas. 28. 19. he mentioried not 
Infants. 

Anſw.- He then mentioned Infants 2s much as 
Adalt, for he mentioned neither of them expref- 
tv 
' " Ohjets 7. But we have freſh Examples of Adult 
Perſons vb baptized; not ſo of Infants, © 
Examples of thoſe whom the 

Diſciple bor Apoſtles of Chriſt baptized, are of two 
forts'; «che One of particular Adult Perſons, the 
Other of Parents and their Houſe, (for wr mu 
' his Houſe is Parent and Houſe) which 
ly Parents and Adult, but Parent and'1 — 
"and as to wr, 997 eſpecially Infants, 'as is made 
ood all along befdre 3 the baptizing of Zydia, the 
Jaitor is, Coifjus, and the- like, and hes Houfe in 
conjun@tion with ther, affords us as expreſs Exam- 
ple'of the baptizing of Infants, as of the baptizing 
«of any ' Adylt therein; and conſequently as of the 
'baptizing,of 'any other adult Perſons whatſoever, 

Objed,'s, But Chnift was not baptized in his In- 

fancy, and he knew when rightly to bebaptized.. 


Anfw. 
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_  Auſw., This makes nothing againſt the bapti 
_ of Infants ; for as there were none. then to- ins 
- him; fo his Baptiſm being in order to his Miniſtry, 
into which he was not toenter by the Law (which 
he came to fulfil, Matth. 5. 17.) till: his being a- 
bout thirty years of Age 3 he was not to be bapti- 
zed till he had accompliſhed that Age. Bekdes, it 
is a Queſtion-whether the Baptiſm by Fokn the Bap- 
tiſt, and the Baptiſm of Chriſt by his Diſciples and 
Apoſiles, were one andthe ſame : for tho there be 
much faid for it, and many Inſtances of Parallels 
drawn whereby they axe made-to ſeem fo, yet if 
it belonged uuto Chriſt miniſterially to inſtitute; and 
ordain te Sacraments of the New Teltament,. and 
if he could not miniſterially do that till be was: duly 
ordained and admitted into the Function ati! Office 
of his publick Miniſtry, which. was not till his Bap- 
tifm by Jobn,then John's Baptiſm could not beaGo- 
ſpel-Sacrament, and if not a Goſpel-Sacrament, then 
his, and Chriſt's Baptiſm,though they mightagree in 
many other things, could not be one and the ſame, : 
Now as Chriſt's not being, baptized in his -Infan- 
cy is no Argument againſt the baptizing of Infants : 
1o his Baptiſm, and the Baptiſm of Fobn not being 
one and the ſame, -makes the Name of Baptiſt an 
improper diſtin&ion for ſuch as profeſs the Baptiſm 
of Chriſt ; as alſo that-though the Diſciples of 
Chriſt, who had Commiſhon from him to. baptize, 
baptized thoſe among themſelves into the Baptiſm of 
Chriſt, who before had been baptized into'the —— > 
tiſm of Fohn, as appears clearly by comparing. 7, 
1. 3543740, Oc. with Zobn.4. 1,2. and.than which 
_there is noclearer Proof of their being baptized at all 3 
yet the rebaptizing of any now is altogeth groune 


$ and unwarrantable, Op- 
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Objef. 9. But -what benefit of Baptiſm are In- 
fants capable of more, than they are capable of the 
benefit of the Lord%s-table ? are they not as capable 
to receive a ſmall quantity of Bread and Wine, as 
be Baptized ? | » | 
ps ay This is toanaign the Inſtitutions of God, 
the profit of which, namely, That of Circumcifi- 
on, _—_ vin age Fame Gen. 17. 12, ' | 
Apoſtle reſolves to be mwc way, cbiefly, 
claſs unto them were commit od the arms od, 
Rom. 3. 1, 2, It arraigns alſo the Commands of- 
God mentioned before, Deut. 31.11,12,13. Foel 2. 
12, + And the expreſs praftice of the Apoliles, 
who when they baptized Parents, baptized their 
Houſe, and H, z not ſo when they adminiſtred 
to them the Lord's Supper, it being not there, a man 
and his Houſe, but, let a Man examine Himſelf. 
. Objeft, 10. But Churches by means of Pade- 
baptiſm become unholy,and unholieſt. 07 
"If Churches become Unholy by means of Pedo- 
baptiſm , then by what means did the Primitive 
Churches become unholy, with all: that unbolineſs 
that is charged upon them in the ſeveral Epililes 
direed to before, and in the Revelations, 
if it was by means of Pzdobaptilm, then Pxdo- 
baptiſm was in uſe in thoſe times 3 if it was not by 
meatis of Pxdobaptiſm, then Churches may be- 
come unholy by ſome other means. And if Hiſto- 
ry does not wrong the Churches of the Antipeedo- 
baptiſts , they have not been ſo holy . as they ſhould 
have been: Now: by what means came they to be 
unholy, and unholieſt?” As for ſuch who being bap- 
tized in their Infancy do not anſwer the ion 
of Faith and of a good Conſcience, whereinto they 


WCerc 
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were baptized, but do afterwards make Shipwrack 
of- that Profeſſion, and perſii therein : it. bad been 
better for them net to have known the. Way of 
Righteouſneſi', than after they have known ut, to 
turn from the boly Commandment onee delauered 
ro them; but is nd argument, why nene but Adult 
Perſons ſhould be baptized, for theſe alſo may make 
defection, unleſs we will confute all experiense 3 
and. then what way or caurſe may, or onght. to be 
taken with them upon this occahon, the fame. may 
be taken with others upon the like, and ſo Chriſti- 
anity and Holineſs be preſerved: and fccured in the 
Churches of Gad as much this way, as it is preten- 
ded it may be in the other. +: F 
But there remains two things yet to be reſolved ; 
in reſolving-of which it will be proved, That Pa- 
refs, and Parents only, wherg they may. be had, 
_ "«qra—t orm their Childzen unto God in 
m 


win, 41312, 1 37 AY 
" Bweft. 1. The Firſt, how do Infants covenant, 


and to be God's People, or take Chuiſt-to be 
their Lord in Baptiſm ?- | 

- Auſw, By their Parents, who having firlt given 
their own. ſelves unto the Lord, /are hound £9 > 
anddedicate their Children, both Infants and Adulc, 
4s their Seed wito him allo; And for this cauſe i 
was, that no Houſe was baptized without the P4- 
rents; the Adult coycnanting. and. engaging for 
themiglves, and the Patents for the lafantsz Paxents 
doing of which 'for their Infants, heing as Joſhua, 
$dalving that he aud jis Howe would ferve the Lord, 
hilt the Infants pramiling by their Parents, 15 45 
we 


And 


of Abraham 


may ſo fay, #5 Levies paying Tithes in the Loins = 
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And tho? that may be verified of Infatts, when 
cheir Parents covenant for thern in Baptiſm, which 
Chriſt faid to Peter, What { do thon knoweſt not now. 
Yet'this can be no bar to this practice, that Pro- 


miſe, ( but chow (hats know thereafter ,) being as ap» 
plicable'to them, as it was to him. 
And truly, they who go about thert» 


ſelves and others out of Infant-baptifm by ſuck dike. 
Arguments, ſaying, *How do Infants know that 
© their Parents covenant for them? And how can 
© any after Infancy td! what engagement lies upon 
hem thereby ? may as well ſay, How do weknow 
bw or Father that begatus ,. or the Mo- 
tner 'trat * 


brought ns forth? and 10 waſt off that 
great Commandment wich Promife, #onowr thy 
Father, ani thy Mather. 

. - Biieſt. 2. The ſecond is, Why then \axe not Pa- 
ferits, biit others requied in their ftrad, to anſwer 
for-thelr "Children in Baptiſm ? 

Hhiſw. Some have thought,'that:the requiring, of 
Others, infiead of the Patents, to Wer for their 
Children in Baptiſm, was not broughtinto.a Canon, 
till the'Clergy 'was prohibited 'Martiage, and it 
miay beſo. But wa that the uſual anſwer is, 
That however Paretits might be chiefly concerd in 
this at the firſt, yet "becauſe Parents 'might be ta- 
ken away by Death, driven away by Perſecution, or 
by ſore other imeans neceſſarily detain'd, when their 


any 
Title which the Children 'have by the right of the 
Parents : for the ts may be ſuppoſed to ap- 
pear in 'a threefold capacity. NOTED 


OI ps At. a. at 
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ing /the Parents in offering up the Children unto 
Baptiſm, and 'thereby challenging in their Right, 


Secondly, by repreſenting the Children in the An- 
fwers that are made in Baptiſm, Thirdly, in their 
Own capacity; when they promiſe-to take care of 
the good Education of the Children in the Principles 
of the Chriſtian Faith. 

But tho? thismay be done in defe&t of the Pa- 
rents,yet that Parents when they may be had, ſhould 
be quite juſtled out by theſe, who were taken. in 
only to ſupply their defefts, ſeems not only to un-" 
dervalue, but oppoſe the Wiſdom of the firſt times, 
and doth too. much reſemble the fetting light by 
Father and Mother, complain'd of Exzek. 22. 7. 

And. whereas it is fairly pretended, that tho' one 
of the reaſons ( to wit , the Perſecution of thoſe 
Times) which made Sureties more neceſſary in the 
firſt Ages of the Chriſtian Chutch, hath long ſince 
ceaſed ; yet that they are continued for good ends , 
as ( not only'to offer up, repreſent and promiſe , 
but) to covet on the Childrens behalf, and (e- 


cure the Church that they may be brought toCon- : + 


firmation, and own their Coyenant hereafter, 
Theſe are Reaſons why there ſhould be ſome Sure- 
ties for Infants; but none at all, why Others ra- 
ther than the Parents, but . altogether on the contra- 
ry > for Parents are not only much more reſponſi- 
ble for all thoſe 'good ends , but are confeſſedly 
thoſe who were chiefly made uſe of in the firſt Ages 
of the Chriſtian Church , till the Perſecution of 
thoſe Times cut them off. - Nowif Perſecution was 
| one main thing that afterwards ;hindred Parents, 
and that it was a Perſecution ſo to do3 why it 


ſhould be thought a thing expedient in it- ſelf to 


hinder 
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hinder them now, by ftill requiring Others in their 
ſtead, the reaſon cealing, is very difficult tg re- 
ſolve. FO | 
- \Nor is it fo eaſy and ſmall a matter "hn 
to be' Sponſor, or Surety in this Caſe, | Eccl, 5. 2. 
as many it may be make it to be nor to the 8th, 
a 'Chirge to be taken fo raſhly, and in- 94g 
conſjderately, as we may fear is done by the mo; 
What Parerits may do for their own Children, who 
are taken into Covenant with them, is one thing ; 
arid what they may do for the Children of Others, 
who' ſtand not in that relation with them, is ano- 
- ther. © Every Chriftian is obliged more or leſs, if 
not as a Witneſs, yet as a Monitor , to help each 
other in their Faith and Manners 3 but for any to 
- Covenant with God, to Promiſe aud Vow in the 

ence of God, and of his People ſolemnly afſem- 
led, to be ſuch or ſach an one's particukar Chriftian 
Monitor, and in their own capacity to promiſe as a 
Surety, to take care of their good Education in the 
Principles "of the Chriſtian Faith, not being their 
Parents, or where the Parents may be had, is a thi 
of an higher nature, and not without abſ0lute ne- 
ceſſity, to be cither _ or undertaken, 

And though the uſe of Sureties ſhould be {0 early 
in che Chriſtian Church, as ſome pretend, that it is 
not 'eaſy to fix the time of its beginning 3 or; 
that it ſhould be ſo ancient, as ſome think, among 
the Jews; as the time of Iſaiah, who took unto 
himſelf Witneſſes to record, Iſaiah 8. 2. 

Yet what are Sureties ? The time of whoſe be- 

inning it is not-ealy to fix, to thoſe made uſe of 

m the heginning. Or what are Witneſſes to 
Sureties? Were Witneſſes anciently Sureties ? Or 
W- muſt 
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muſt we ule 24% becauſe the Prophet tookun- 
to_ himdelf Witneſſes: OP 

And. as to the Reaſon of the thing: Is it <0 
offer up, dedicate, aud! devote -Children unto God, 
(_by. their;Minifiry, -whole Office it is ) and repre» 
ſent them .in Anſwers to be made in Baptiſm? Who 
are more proper for theſe thay the Parents, whoſe 
they. are,, who are Parties with them, and who muſt 
anſwer in ſome reſpects to God for them? _ ,. 

Is it to Promiſe, Vow, and Govenant on their he- 
hatf? . Who axe gore fit for. this. than che Par 
themſelves, with whom the Covenant is made. 
k Yuug Hoe and theirs, and without which, Sureties, 
and all their promiling, . vowing, and covenaating, 
would hignify nothing'; Children. having ao right 
to Baptilm, from the promiſmg, vowing, and c0+ 
venauting .of (Others ; for {0 the Childzen of Ig» 
hdels might have right, .but as the Parcots them- 
ſelyes pramiſe, vow, and covenant;for them; 
if .other Sureties do challenge-but upon the Parents 
right , why may not the Pazents themſelves chalx 

upon their.own ? | 
Is it to undertake ,for the; Childecns good ucar 
tion in the Principles of the Chiltian Faith * M 

are laid under ſuch.lidt Comma 

Iſa 28.56. ,, bouyd in ſuch indiſpeaſible Obligati» 

rov.19,18, ons, charged with t ; ON Amp (rv 
aud 29. 27. and furniſhed with thoſe 

vantagious, Pg, boca in 

charge thereolyas the Parents? ., 7 


teit deli teach us? Ar 

1aid ,at anytime concerning, Toy of 
as unto,Parents-concerping theirs, pay 6 | 

Som diligently nuto of Children, and foalt 3 


the RO: faith, Fat 
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of them when thou ſureſt. in t Houſe, and when 


orgy walkeſt by the way, and when thou leſt down, 

when thou riſeſt up, Deut. 6-7. And when 

bers ,, provoke not your Chil- 

dren.to wrath 3, but bring them up in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord, Eph. 6. 4. Of whom prin- 

cipally faith. he'this, 'of the F athers of their Fleſh, 
or of ſome. others ? ? 

And for the ſecurity of the a, that, che 

Children may bebrought-to Confictations and own 

their wenant 3 Wherein are: the, Parents, leſs -xe- 


ſpouſible, or . more inſufficient than the Sureties ? 


Ic is the Parents that God looks after; wa hey bring 
up their Children for bim, do they no them 


up for the: Church ? What, needs he Chu + San 


any other $uretics? . Or, wherein is it better 
red [by them ? As for Sukcties, it is well. known, 


That any.are, generall accepted of: beſides, ſome 


' do -but ſtand for other Sureties 3 and ſame: are 


Sureties for the Children of ſeveral. Families; Aud 
Ca ve common, than for the younger. fort 
to be removed into. other Habiogogn re 
Abad Abodes * And for thoſe of greater ye oats ys 
ges: of. theix own, ſufficient to take up heya 
4 endeavours ?' Moxeoverz are not Families 
often Altting, oy changing their is Dwellings 2. arg 
then, it may be asked, Is the Church; more 
or. better: {ecured by Sarcties, than it would Fs 
Patents? whoſe. Security, was it caken, would be 
ſomething ; whereas that of Sureitles is; befides the 
uncertainty of it, uſually but in complements ha-. 
ving a Farm of Godlinefs, but little or punt, © 
the Power of. it 3 {© that if it ſhould be 
What advantage, as to theſe things, hath the Cn 
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'Or, what profit 1s there by 44488 theP ts, 

or 'heir —_— Or, har Glory unto God? 
it eolbecy be hatd to ſay, Much every way. | Beſides, 
is not Filthineſs and 7 [Dem hereby Wer, and 
magked ?. which it \may be hoped would be ſhamed 
out, if Parents only were anne perſonally _ to 
"preſent their Infants. 

To fam' vp All: Are 4ny proper and com 
tent to repy the Children of others, to 'o 
Yiery up in Biptiſm untb God, to protniſe oe” 
in for their vertuous ard” 're religious Fr dnttghoit, t 
covertant with God for them; ſecure the Church, 
and receive the Char and 'Exxhoxtation given in 
_ nt and muft they not be much Rd foe 
yer nc = OR Elie 

| competent ome t 
Fa and com t for che Children of 
Others ? Rr” 


thi mlindin not, but \ tis Othets miay hand 
Children from the Parents to the Miniſter; or ſtand 


25 Witneſſes of their Baptiſm; to they proceed not 
to ſerve in thivgs bu HAR to the Paretits.” 
' For- the Service and' Worlhitp'of God” zquiring 


frendance, and it yot being in yaa 
ofany io Aa ry the perforrtance 7: one Man's Re- 
ligious*Diity 6f" another 4 'ot of one Mari, to per- 
form are) _ LY Duty for him." |So 
that if 'One man to Pg to the 


Ch God, re of "the Lord 
Sa has L Wo ferent bare do 
- thefe things og | it os him, it 


would be woling ſ> to- offer up, devote, 
and dedicate Naren Rs God in Bavtiſen, t0 
Covenant (of t! em, and therein ſolemnly to Lag 
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miſe and vow the Religious Education of them, all 
part of the Chriſtian Religion, and Di- 


which are 
vine Waship, is no diſcharge to: the Parents, whole 
Part and/Duty it is, let them pretend what they will 
of doing it by others,/ unleſs they them(clyes do. per+ 
form, it., And therefore that Paxents ſhould be re- 
quired and neceſſitated to do it by others, or it mult 
not be done at all, when they themſelves may do it, 
1s 2 matter that deſerves the moſt ſerious confiderati- 
on of thoſe who challenge not a diſpenſing or infalli- 
ble Power. 

If any ſhould think that Parents therefore may not 
anſwer, promiſe, vow or covenant for their Chil- 
dren in Baptiſm, becauſe this would be to ſerve God 
for them. 

It follows not : For when Parents anſwer,promilſe, 


'yow and covenant in their Childrens Name, they do 


I0K. pererea their Childrens Duty for them, but 
y engage them to it, and m their own : 
And {o far as the Parents A of giving up, and de- 
dicating their Children unto Gol in a way of Co- 
venant, and therein anſwering for them, is a Work 
of Neceſſity and Mercy, it is no more a performing 
of 'their Childrens Duty, or a ſerving af God for 
them, than praying to God for them, or being their 
Mouth to God in Praiſe, is. 

To conclude z Since Suretiſhip,and making Vows 
for others, is no light and eaſy matter 3 that this for 
Children, being in things of the greateſt moment 
and unto God who will not be mocked, is none 9 
the meaneſt ; and that it is not in our Power to ſub- 
ſtitute one for another, or others in our ſtead- to 
ſerve God for us, nor ſafe to trifle with ſacred things: 
how well would it be if that Suretiſhip, which is 

C 2 found- 
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founded  upon'” Covenant-Right', accommodated 
with the greateſt —_—— 7 moſt'expedient in it 
ſelf, moſt competent for all the good Ends of Sure- 
tiſhip, moſt unqueltionable, and which was from 
the beginning, to wit the Parental,” was always re- 
quired 3 unto the diſcharge of which, if ſuch, whoſe 


' Miniſterial Calling and Emploiment it is, would 


ſaperadd their Endeavours by a frequent affiſting of 
the Parents upon all convenient Occaſions,” remem- 
bring them always, that he #8 nor a Chriſtian which 
55 one outwardly, '(Rom.'2. 28, 29.) neither is that 
Baptiſm which is outward in the Fleſh ; but he is a 
Chriſtian which is one inwardly, and Baptiſm is 
that of the Heart in the Spirit, and not in the Let« 
ter, whoſe Praiſe is not of Men, but of God - How 
uſeful might this be, and more religious, -than' for 
them, waving, the Parents,” to bind heavy Burdens 
and grievous to be born, and Jay- ther on othet 
Mens Shoulders, - and they. themfelves not move 
them with one of theirFingers ? - £ 

Now the God of Patience and Conſolation grant 
us to be like-minded one towards another, according to 
Chriſt Feſwt ; that we may with one Mind and 'one 
Mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Je- 
ſms Chriſty Rom: 15.5464 rut 2h 

| "Armen. 
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A” to Chriſt his being baptized when 3o Years 
Old, at the beginning of his Miniſtry, (mens. 
tioned here p4g.26.) and allo about the Differences 
and Agreements of Chriſt his Baptiſm and Fohw's, 
let the inquiſitive Reader peruſe and pauſe upon 
thoſe brief, but excellent touches hereupon, which 
that diligent Reader of the Sacred Scriptures, 
Mr. Samuel Clark,, hath lately given us, in, his 
Notes on Matth. WIL. 6, 16. Tho I confeſs that: 

and 


Chriſt's Plea for his being baptized by John, [Thus 
it becomes us to fulfil all CAR uot- 
yet fay that I underſtand it in its utmoſt r 
force to my full fatisfattion. That Chriſt was bound. 
to ( and fo muſt) fulfil the Law, of Moſes, and 
en Prophetic Miflion,. and the whole Law of. 

ediation which his Father Jaid him under, and he 
ſo voluntarily obliged himſelf unto, admits no 
Doubt, and needs no Proof ; | But what particular 
Law Chriſt here reſpected as to this Inſtance, I can- 
not ſay I yet. fully -know. | 

As to Sponſors, (God-fathers and God-mothers) 
1.Let them be ſerious,and devoted Perſons untoGod 
and Chriſt, thenifelves. 2. Capable of Receiving,aud, 
Nkely and willing to fulfil this Truſt. And, 3. then 

pear and ſtand as the Subſtitutes and R 
tives of Abſent Parents through Neceſlicy z or Pro. 
patents, where Parents are dead, or manifeſtly give 
their Children wholly to them 3' or, as in ConjunRi- 
on and Concurrence with the Parents, for the more 


effecual 
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effectual Chriſtian Education of the baptized Chil- 
dren. And then leſs may be faid againſt them, and 
more for them than otherwiſe, chen their Te- 
ſtimony will be more "that ns offering 
their Seed to God, are ſuch as very probably have 
a right there: That the Perſons offered are” bap- 
and that in caſe the Parents die, or deny 
ehe Faith, or prove grolly negligent as * the per- 
_— 4 _ Truſt, care will yet be a- 
iftian Education of their baptized 
God wi I, a ( where they can ſhould 
TENT 

to God, y prom 
I know not : Seeing this renews their Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, reinforces their Obligations 
ow upon ago (he hands Ang the 
x Parents toxefle& upon themſelves as to theig 
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